
Gelston Castle Courtyard and Kirkmirren via Dalbeattie & A711PRIVATE 

Note:  this is a recommended alternative to going via Castle Douglas and the A75, which is busier and scenically less attractive than the A711 via Dalbeattie.
Valid for all routes from England and the M74 trunk in Scotland
Get to Dumfries and follow A75 bypass westbound (signs to Stranraer) all the way round Dumfries.

At west end of Dumfries bypass is a roundabout with sign LEFT to Cargenbridge and Dalbeattie - take this (sharp) left exit. (If you start going up a hill with overtaking lane, you've overshot - then better to go on to Castle Douglas.)
Go over one mini-roundabout, and shortly afterwards turn RIGHT at the next.  You are now on the A711 for Dalbeattie.

Continue approx 11 miles to Dalbeattie, via village of Beeswing (named after a winning racehorse).

Go STRAIGHT through Dalbeattie, then after long straight on far side of town, at hump bridge over river Urr with traffic lights, turn LEFT signed to Auchencairn.

After 3 miles, pass the hamlet of Palnackie (on left).  ( ( ( (

*******************************************

A.  For Gelston Castle Courtyard:
Continue a mile after Palnackie to crossroads where turn RIGHT signed to Gelston and Castle Douglas (the left has Historic Monument sign to Orchardton Tower).

Continue just over 2 miles until sandstone gateway on left with Gelston Castle sign and pink lodge.  Go up tarmac avenue to courtyard buildings at top.

Enter courtyard through archway on left.  Park outside your house, or if there are too many cars you can park just outside the entrance arch.

House numbers are located as follows:

1 = left middle, 2 = far left corner, 4 = far right corner, 7 = near left corner.


*******************************************

B.  For Kirkmirren:
A mile after Palnackie, pass a crossroads where the right is signed to Gelston and Castle Douglas and the left has a Historic Monument sign to Orchardton Tower, keeping straight on for another mile exactly - this is a long straight, or rather two long straights with a very slight right-hand curve between them.

From various points on these straight stretches you can see Potterland Farm (white) set well back on your right hand side, then Kirkmirren (pink) set even further back on your right at the foot of Screel Hill.
Having gone exactly a mile along these straight stretches after the Gelston/Orchardton Tower crossroads (2 miles after Palnackie), turn RIGHT up an unsigned road - it's a tarmac public road, but an unclassified or C road.

150 yards up this minor road on the left is a Forestry Commission sign for the start of the Screel Hill walk, and then another 100 yards on the left is the Kirkmirren entrance - the cottage sits up and back from the road.

Keys:  you should have been given separate instructions, but if you can’t find them, please ask the office on 01556 502211.
